
Get Scene
around town!
The Scene comes out the last week of the month.
Pick up your copy at these and other locations.

Or subscribe by mail! See Page 62 for order form.

VILLAGE INN
1500 Airway

7144 Gateway East 
4757 Hondo Pass
2929 N. Mesa
5863 N. Mesa 
7801 N. Mesa
2275 Trawood 

1331 N. Zaragoza

In Las Cruces: 

1205 El Paseo
455 S. Telshor

SUN HARVEST
6100 N. Mesa

DUNKIN’ DONUTS
700 Zaragosa

9114 Dyer

FURR’S FAMILY
BUFFET

Gateway West at
Zaragoza

119 N. Balboa

EP FITNESS
145 Paragon

11330 James Watt
12145 Montwood

981 N. Resler
1224 Wedgewood

DOMINO’S PIZZA
ALL EL PASO
LOCATIONS

RIVIERA
RESTAURANT
5218 Doniphan

HELLO PIZZA
River Run Plaza

ENTERTAINMART
Sunland Park Dr

RANCHER’S
GRILL

7597 N. Mesa
9530 Viscount at I-10

ANDRE’S PIZZA 
7000 Westwind

SUNSET
BREWERY
4176 N. Mesa

HAL MARCUS
GALLERY
800 N. Mesa

WALGREENS
890 N Resler Dr
5900 N Mesa St
8050 N Mesa
2800 N. Mesa
200 N Mesa

2879 Montana
5401 Montana
1100 Geronimo 

8401 Gateway West 
5150 Fairbanks

9428 Dyer 
10780 Kenworthy
1210 Wedgewood
3355 N Yarbrough

1831 N. Lee Trevino
2950 George Dieter
11685 Montwood 
12390 Edgemere 
1607 N Zaragoza 
800 N. Zaragosa 
100 N. Americas

8045 N. Loop 

AVILA’S
6232 N. Mesa

ARDOVINO’S
PIZZA

865 N. Resler at Redd
206 Cincinnati

THE
MARKETPLACE

5034 Doniphan

MANDO’S
5420 Doniphan

THE BAGEL SHOP
3400 N. Mesa
815 N. Resler

10060 Rushing

CASA JURADO
4772 Doniphan

WING STOP
1757 George Dieter

2900 N. Mesa
9530 Viscount 

865 Resler
9008 Dyer, 8825 N. Loop

JJ’S
5320 Doniphan

LEO’S
7520 Remcon

VALENTINE BAKERY 
11930 Picasso

ALL THAT MUSIC
1506 Lee Trevino

SAM’S CLUB
7970 N. Mesa

7001 Gateway West
11360 Pellicano

PETLAND
1331 George Dieter

BARNES & NOBLE
705 Sunland Park Dr. 

9521 Viscount

EASTSIDE CAFE
11251 Rojas

VISTA MARKET
2231 Zaragosa

CARNITAS
QUERETARO
4001 N Mesa

1451 N Zaragoza 
6516 N Mesa  

YSLETA ISD
9600 Sims

EL PASO
INTERNATIONAL

AIRPORT
UTEP LIBRARY

EPCC CAMPUSES
YMCA’s

EP CONV. CENTER
EP CITY HALL

EL PASO LIBRARY
TX TOURISM

CENTER
CTY COURTHOUSE
THE BOOKERY
EL PASO ZOO

In Las Cruces
COAS 

Mesilla Book Center

In Juárez
Museo INBA • Museo

Chamizal • Bazar
Comunitario • Impulsa •
Educacion en Valores •

ICHICULT • Centro
Cultural de la Ciudad •
Academia Municipal •

CEMA • Arte en el Parque
• Biblioteca Arturo
Tolentino • Centro

Cultural Paso del Norte •
Libreria Universitaria  •
Centro de Convenciones
Cibeles • Total Fitness •

AMAC • UANE

M
ore than 30 years ago, Hector
Serrano, wanting to give his
actors in “Viva! El Paso” a

chance to show off their skills, created a
show after “Viva” closed to spotlight
their various talents. Two of his actors,
Loretta Buchanan and Felipe Macias,
did the famous “spanking” scene from
Shakespeare’s “Taming of the Shrew.”

“That sparked an idea to do
Shakespeare here in the canyon,”
Serrano remembered. “I thought what a
wonderful setting it would be for
Shakespeare.”

“Shakespeare on the Rocks” was born
30 years ago when Serrano’s “Viva”
crew did “A Midsummer Night’s
Dream” after the regular season was
over. The next year, Serrano added
“Romeo and Juliet” to the repertoire.

“It became a venue for the actors to
show off their ability,” Serrano said.

It developed into an end-of-summer
season of shows done in repertory.

In the 30 years, “Shakespeare on the
Rocks” has gone through several resur-
rections, the last in 2004. This year,
“Shakespeare” not only performs at
Ysleta Independent School District’s
outdoor stage as part of the Renaissance
Fair, but also will stage the shows in
late August at Chamizal National
Memorial.

By tradition, each show is done for
four years before it is retired. This year,
two shows had to be retired, “Julius
Caesar” and  “The Tempest.”

“That really was a blessing in dis-
guise,” Serrano said. “Because of the
shows at Chamizal, we were left with
only three weeks to rehearse.”

So instead of adding two new shows
this year, the Shakespeare company
only added one, “Othello,” to
“Midsummer” and “Romeo and Juliet.”

Serrano directs “Romeo and Juliet,”
which will feature last year’s director of
the show, Cornelia Patterson, as the
nurse. Jesse Snyder, who teaches lan-
guage at Alicia Chacon School, will
direct “Midsummer” and appear as Lord
Montague in “Romeo and Juliet,” and
EPCC English professor Charlie Miller
will direct “Othello.” 

Most of the actors are either communi-
ty actors or former El Paso Community
College theater students, Serrano said.
Because shows are done in repertory,
most of the company of actors appear in
more than one show, or if not, work in
technical areas. Some familiar names to
theatergoers include former Kids-N-Co.
student Matthew Rutkowski as Romeo,
Gina Green as Juliet, Brian Giza as the
apothecary, Carlos de la Garza Garcia
as Friar Lawrence in “Romeo and
Juliet,” and Brian Gameros as the title
character in “Othello.”

The biggest challenge for this year’s
directors, cast and crew, Serrano said,
was to create shows that could be pre-
sented in both very different venues.

“August always is a killer month,
because we practice every day except
Sunday,” Serrano said.

But that is doubly so this year because
of the Aug. 20 opening date at the
Chamizal. Then the pressure will be on
again when the shows move to Ysleta’s
Fine Arts Amphitheater. 

“We only get one day to rehearse there
before we open,” Serrano said.

Still, he said, the challenge is worth it.
“I love Shakespeare,” Serrano said.

“His language is the best use of English
anywhere. Actors really are challenged
to discover the meaning of lines —
alliterative and figurative. Different
actors and directors create wonderfully
different shows.”

Carol Viescas is a veteran of

community theater and teaches

journalism at Bel Air High School.
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New on the Border Bookshelf

‘Laura’s Children: The Hidden Story of
a Chinese Orphanage’ by Becky Cerling
Powers (Canaan Home Communications, 379
pages, $24) — Fascinated with the mysterious
story of a relative who had spent 22 years car-
ing for orphans in China, Becky Powers in
1983 began researching the life of Laura
Richards. 

Richards was an Ohio nurse who came to
China in 1921 to work at a missionary hospital,
then after a 2-year furlough returned in 1928
and shortly afterward began taking in castaway
babies. She was forced to leave China in 1951,
having cared for nearly 200 children, and
remained in the United States until her death 30
years later at age 88.

Richards survived illness, poverty and perse-
cution while remaining faithful to what she
embraced as God’s calling to care for these
children, many of whom would remember her
simply as Mother. She managed to escape
internment during the Japanese occupation, but
when the new Communist regime insisted that
she renounce her Christian faith and her native
country, she could no longer stay.

Richards declined to tell details of her story
during her lifetime for fear that the orphans she

left behind would suffer persecution. After her
death, Powers, an El Paso writer and Laura’s
second cousin, collected old letters, photo-
graphs and other historical material about
Richards and Canaan home, eventually going to
China twice and interviewing some of the sur-
viving orphans or their children.

The result is a reconstructed biography that
uses a novelized style to weave the story of this
faithful woman who gave the comforts of
American life to serve as God’s caregiver for a
generation of children half a world away. 

Interspersed throughout the book are excerpts
of letters and interviews, along with old photo-
graphs, which confirm that the author has not
taken liberties with the actual story she took so
many years to unearth.

“Laura’s Children” is a story of a 20th century
saint who otherwise might have been forgotten
except for the fleeting recollections passed on
among family members. It also is a story of the
tremendous sacrifices required in trying to do
good and remain faithful when surrounded by
opposing forces of poverty, anarchy, war and
ideological oppression. 

To learn more about the book, or to order a
copy, go to chcpub.com.

— Randy Limbird




